
 

 
 
 
To all interested parties 
 
 

 

Your Ref:  

Our Ref: EN020016 

Date: 11 January 2016 
 

 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Planning Act 2008 (as amended) and The Infrastructure Planning 
(Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 (as amended) – Rule 13 and Rule 16 
 
Application by Western Power Distribution (South Wales) plc for an Order 
Granting Development Consent for the Brechfa Forest Connection  
 
Procedural decision on notification of hearings and issue of second questions  
 
I write to all interested parties to provide notice of the further hearings and issue of 
second round of written questions, as set out in the examination timetable annexed to 
our letter of 13 October 2015.  
 
Examining Authority’s (ExA) Second Round of Written Questions 
 
I have decided to issue a second round of written questions, these questions are now 
published on our website and can be accessed through the following link:  
 
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/Wales/Brechfa-Forest-
Connection/  
 
Responses to these questions must be received on or before Deadline 4, noon on 1 
February 2016.  
 
The Inspectorate requests that interested parties send, where practicable, electronic 
copies of their submissions as email attachments to: 
brechfaconnection@pins.gsi.gov.uk.  
 
Most people engage with our process via our website, where all submissions are 
published. Parties are therefore asked to consider this when formatting the electronic 
copies of their submissions and to avoid submissions made up of large numbers of 
small files, or excessively large files, or which are otherwise not optimised or 
unnecessarily difficult to navigate.  
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Electronic attachments should be clearly labelled with a subject title and not exceed 
12MB for each email. Timely submissions in advance of the deadlines set in the 
timetable are encouraged. Where an electronic submission exceeds 12MB, we will 
accept the postal submission of an electronic document on portable media (such as a 
CD or USB flash drive). Providing links to websites where your submissions can be 
viewed is not normally acceptable, because it does not amount to submitting them.  
 
Parties who are not comfortable with making submissions electronically are welcome 
to make their submission by post.  
 
Notification of hearings 
 
I have decided to hold a Compulsory Acquisition Hearing on 10 February 2016 and 
Issue Specific Hearing on the Development Consent Order (DCO) on 11 February 
2016. Further details of these hearings are set out below.  
 
Those interested parties who wish to speak at any hearing should notify Katherine 
King at the postal or email address above by deadline 4 at noon on 1 February 
2016. I would be grateful if you would inform us if you plan to attend the hearing 
even if you do not wish to speak. It would also assist us if you could notify us of any 
special requirements you may have (e.g. disabled access, hearing loop etc.). Please 
also inform us in advance if you wish to speak in Welsh or make use of translation 
services and ensure that you include your interested party reference number in your 
correspondence and make it clear which hearing(s) you wish to participate in. 
 
I have aimed to set out below the topics upon which hearings will be held and 
agendas will be published 1 week prior to the hearings to clarify this.  
 
Compulsory Acquisition Hearing 
 
Date of hearing: Wednesday 10 February 2016 
 
Time of hearing: 10:00 room open from 9:30  
 
Venue:  Theatr Genedlaethol Cymru, Y Llwyfan, College Road, Carmarthen, 

SA31 3EQ 
 
The purpose of a compulsory acquisition hearing is to examine the merits of the case 
for compulsory acquisition (CA) including, but not limited to: 

• Report from the applicant on the position in respect of: 
• Current status of negotiations with affected persons 
• Crown Land in relation to s135 of PA 2008;  
• Category 31 persons;  
• Statutory Undertakers’ land and apparatus in relation to the requirements 

of s127 and s138 of PA 2008; and  
• Protective Provisions.  

 
• Oral representations from affected persons present and/or formally 

represented; 
 

1 Those persons whose land is not proposed to be compulsorily acquired but whose land/property may be affected by 
the construction or use of the proposed development such that they may be able to make claims for compensation 
(section 57(4) Planning Act 2008 (as amended))   
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• To examine whether there is a compelling case in the public interest for the 
land to be acquired compulsorily; 

 
• To establish whether all reasonable alternatives to compulsory acquisition have 

been explored; 
 

• To establish whether the proposed interference with the rights of those with an 
interest in the land is necessary and proportionate, including with reference to 
article 8 and protocol 1, article 1 of the European Convention of Human Rights; 

  
• The draft development consent order provisions; 

 
• Existing assets detailed in [REP1-064] to be undergrounded: 

• To confirm how these works will be consented i.e. permitted development 
(pd) as indicated at the December 2015 hearing [REP3-043]? 

• If these works are not pd, how will these works be consented and when 
will consent be applied for? 

• Is there any likely impediment to obtaining permission to carry out those 
work 
 

• Other matters  
 

 
The hearings will be led by the ExA, with involvement from affected persons 
(landowners, tenants, etc), statutory undertakers and the applicant. Affected persons 
should register their desire to participate by deadline 4, noon on 1 February 2016 and 
identify the specific plots that would be affected. Parties should expect to be 
questioned by the ExA and justify their statements. 
 
Issue Specific Hearing 
 
Date of hearing:  Thursday 11 February 2016 
 
Time of hearing: 10:00 room open from 9:30 
 
Venue:   Theatr Genedlaethol Cymru, Y Llwyfan, College Road, Carmarthen, 
   SA31 3EQ 
 
This hearing will concentrate on the specific issue of the draft Development Consent 
Order (DCO). The DCO is the order which the Secretary of State would make if she 
wished to consent the application. Discussion at this hearing is ‘without prejudice’ to 
parties’ positions of support or opposition to the scheme as a whole; this means that 
parties may make contributions to improve the quality of the draft DCO without 
invalidating those positions.  
 
Irrespective of its recommendation, it is usual practice for an ExA to present a draft 
DCO to the Secretary of State. Discussion about the specifics of the draft DCO does 
not indicate that the ExA has reached a conclusion regarding the application.  
 
The hearing into the draft DCO will be based on the specific wording of the draft DCO 
[REP3-048]. 
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To include, but not limited to:  
 
Development Consent Order Articles  

• Schedule 2- Plans 
 

• Schedule 3- Requirements 
 

• Schedule 4- Compulsory Acquisition 
 

• Schedule 5- Access to be maintained at public expense 
 

• Schedule 6- Street works 
 

• Schedule 7- Streets and Rights of way 
 

• Schedule 8- Temporary possession 
 

• Schedule 9- Provisions for the protection of specified undertakers  
 

• Schedule 10- Discharge of requirements 
 

• Schedule 11- Removal of important hedgerows 
 

• Section 106 agreements 
 

• Poles 84, 85 and 86 – undergrounding 
 

• Statements of Common Ground 
 
Please note: 

The reserved dates for accompanied site visits within the Rule 8 letter, dated the 13 
October 2015 are no longer required. 

 
Further information on these topics and the matters to be discussed will be provided 
in agendas that will be published on our website a week before the hearings.  Agendas 
for all hearings will be published during the week prior to the events on the Brechfa 
Forest Connection project page of our website:  

http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/wales/brechfa-forest-
connection/?ipcsection=docs     
 
Every effort will be made to ensure that the issues will be discussed on the days that 
they are scheduled for. The ExA reserve the right to rearrange the agendas for these 
hearings at short notice, if necessary, or if they take longer than anticipated, certain 
issues may have to be adjourned to a later date. The venues will be open to the public 
half an hour prior to the start of the hearings. The hearings will close when there are 
no remaining parties present wishing to speak.  
 
 
 
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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Yours faithfully  
 
Martin Broderick  
 
Martin Broderick  
Examining Authority    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advice may be given about applying for an order granting development consent or making representations about an 
application (or a proposed application). This communication does not however constitute legal advice upon which you can 
rely and you should obtain your own  legal advice and professional advice as required. 
 
A record of the advice which is provided will be recorded on the National Infrastructure Planning website together with the 
name of the person or organisation who asked for the advice. The privacy of any other personal information will be protected 
in accordance with our Information Charter which you should view before sending information to the Planning Inspectorate. 
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